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11 May 2006

Dear Colleagues
Your school has become involved in the exciting initiative Open Book Scenarios: teaching for uncertain futures, through one of your staff having been selected as a member of the scenario building team. This national professional learning activity, involving an exploration of the future of teaching in Australia, is being run by Teaching Australia in partnership with the Neville Freeman Agency, a specialist futures thinking consultancy.

The project aims to engage teachers in exploring their future, around two key questions:

· What will the Australian teaching profession have to do to be successful in the environments in which it will have to operate in the year 2030? 

· What are the implications of these challenges for school leadership?

This is an opportunity for teachers and principals, using professional knowledge, to build a set of alternative scenarios for the future of teaching which can be used to review and shape policies and strategies for the teaching profession.

The invitation to participate reaches beyond the scenario building team to the school communities of which they are a part. These committed volunteers will be inviting their teaching colleagues, parents and other key members of their school community to take part in conversations about the future of teaching as members of a ‘virtual scenario team’. We ask you to support them by becoming involved. There are several ways in which you can participate including:
· taking part in ongoing conversations about the future, either online or face to face, which your  scenario building team member will initiate;
· responding by 30 June to the online survey questionnaire at www.openbookscenarios.com.au;
· instigating a creative activity with your students that asks them to imagine remaining at their present age and describe what a day in their life might be like in 2030; 
· reviewing and critiquing progressive drafts of the scenarios at various stages in their development.

If you choose to participate, the Neville Freeman Agency will issue you at the end of the project with a certificate of participation in acknowledgement of your contribution. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support for the Open Book Scenarios initiative. 
Yours sincerely

Oliver Freeman
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Director
The Neville Freeman Agency
Cc Helen Tracey Teaching Australia
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